
PODER 
People Organized in Defense of Earth and her Resources 

Defending peace, justice, la familia and mother earth every day. 

Todo los Dias defediendo paz, justicia, la familia y la madre tierra. 



PODER Herstory/History 

 PODER was formed by a group of chicana/o East Austin  
activist and community leaders, regarding issues affecting our 
community. Local community activists realized the need to 
form an organization to address the social, economic and 
environmental impacts of industries and potential health 
hazards on East Austin's communities of color. 

 Our mission is redefining environmental issues as social and 

economic justice issues, and collectively setting our own 

agenda to address these concerns as basic human rights. We 

seek to empower our communities through education, 

advocacy and action. 





Zoning/Planning 

1928 City of Austin 
�³�0�D�V�W�H�U���3�O�D�Q�´���U�H�O�R�F�D�W�H�G��
African American and 
Mexican population 
along with industries to 
East Austin 

 

1990 City of Austin Smart 
Growth Initiative 
designates East Austin 
as the Desired 
Development Zone 


